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  Date Issued: ______________

EXPOSURE NOTICE: SCABIES

 	  Dear Parent, Legal Guardian, or Staff,

On ___________ your child may have been exposed to the communicable disease or condition listed below. This notice does not replace medical advice. If your child develops symptoms, contact your healthcare provider for diagnosis and treatment to help prevent further spread. If you have questions, please call your school. If you do not have a healthcare provider or health insurance, call ___________.

SCABIES: A skin rash caused by small insects called mites.

What are the symptoms? Itchy, raised, usually red rash around the fingers, wrists, elbows, underarms, waist, thighs, ankles, genital area, abdomen, and/or lower buttocks. Children under 2 years of age may have a rash on the head, neck, palms, and/or soles of feet, or spread over the body.

How is it spread? Prolonged skin to skin touching with an affected person. Sometimes may be spread indirectly through contact with contaminated bedding, clothing, or towels.

When do symptoms start? 1 day to 6 weeks after exposure to an affected person or contaminated items.

Do children need to stay home if symptoms develop? Yes. Over-the-counter insecticide lotion treatments are available for killing the mites. Notify the school and contact your health care provider.

When can my child return to school/childcare? Your child can return after treatment is completed. The child should not return until diagnosed and treated for 24 hours prior to re-entry. No waiting period is typically necessary after starting treatment and the child may return after the appropriate treatment is started.

How do I help prevent further spread at my school/childcare or home?
· Notify any other adults or the parents of children who may have had direct contact with the infected person. Other childcare/school staff, children and their families may have been infected, and may need treatment. Household members and very close contacts are usually treated at the same time as the child. 
· Practice good hand hygiene. 
· Do not share hats and jackets.
· Keep personal clothes and bedding separate.
· Launder clothes, towels and bedding in a machine, and dry in a hot dryer or press with a hot iron.
· For non-washable items, dry clean or seal in a plastic bag for four to seven days.
· Vacuum carpets, upholstered furniture and car seats.
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